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SETTING FORTH 
The Tryal of the perſon that attempted 


to Fire the Town 'of HODSDON; boy the 
Puniſtimenc inflified on him. 


The Tryal, Examination, and Confeſ. 
fioo wy ewo High-way-tnen , ahd one Pick- 
pocket, there Condenined to dic. 


And all other remarkable Occurrences. 
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Heters Narratives of the chief 
Proceedings at ſeverz} Afﬀit- 
zes, have-otlate begw. pub- 
liſh-d, and well received by 

; gc divers Ingenipus, inquilitive. , 

»: men,.as tending not onely!toGibertiſe Readbrs - 

-.]. ,yith, the, novelty of the Retanongs, byt, like- 

wiſe to forewarn innccent people of the ſubtile 
prattices 'of Villains, thar they may be fore: 
arm'd againſt them 5 and eſpecially to preſent 
Viee 1o its oarural deſtrodtive?'Coludurs/iand 
create a juſt abhorrency againſt it in all mens 
«minds, ſeoing day)y how 4- brings thoſe that 
follow it, to {#dy tugtimely, agd igpominious 
ends : | havetherefore Tpurſuant to ſuch lau- 
dibfe intentions) thought it might prove a ler- ' 
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vice neitherimproper ave unwelcome to pre- 
ſent the worjd,gvavil the fallowiig Accountior 
AbſtraQt of t tal-ntotorious- Malefatos 
Tryals, at the zes holden for the County 
of Hertford, July the 115thiagd 15th, 1676, * 

And firſt I may take .aotjce of two: youtg 
men bereindifted and condemned for robbibg 
on the High way : Ooce of them had; been-hn 
old Praftitioner in that kind; :faid to'berone of 
thoſe that about a. quarter of a year.lince, had 
the impudence torob a Traveller of Seveulcore 
pounds, or there abonts, in-the day-time,.jult 
at Hewſted'T owns-end , and'in the view of (e- 
veral-peaple.\The other was but a'freſh-man, 
lately liſted in theGaog,living in L ondox,/by 
Tradea Laft-maker, and newty (et up-1o that 
 Imployment with 2 Parener;being logkt:upsn 
as. a very:civilhopetal fellow; oct lictle 
toQ much giveato:Company,aud efpecialby eo 
the haunting of Fencing Schools, Prizes, add 
ſuchrobuſtious Exercilſes, That day-the Rub- 
beryswas committed; goingforth. in'tho morn: 
ing, heceld his Partner he was 'walking bur tc 
1/lington,' and! ſhould; be back again abut 
von 3 buc meeting (whether by chance'or ap 
poiatment, I cannot fay) with this other ta: 
tal Companion, he in:iced him'to ride one-witt 
him upon the Pad, it being, as he proteſts, t} 
firſt time he. was'ever abroad on any fuch-d 
figie, W.hen he obj2&ed thewaat of Horſe 
for that purpole, the ather told him,:be kney 
where ſome fit for the work were to be let, anc 
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ihat twu Houſe krepe's, ( which tie n1med ) 
ſhou'd be ſecurity for :tbern 2 Allwhich was 
done accordingly; 8rdibez-m unted-to ſoow- 
er the. Roads.of 9; but without 
ſucceſs 4 for they met with: co prize till ro- 
na;ds night; whenthey cane up with 81 Inne- 
Keeper of biſhops Siraffor4, who by chance 
had act abuve twelve (billiugs in his pocket $ 
{a tat they. trea:ed.him very uatuwardly-for 
not riding .better furniſh'd 3 which perhaps 
might more provukz: —_——_— ſeareh 
and proſecu:icnafter them, though no extra- 
«rdjuary. diligence was required ; For after 


1ailes, but took uptheir lodging as unconcern- 
edly as night be, at a publick lane at Were, 
where they were tne ſame.night tak-n intheir 


c:ndemned todie, 'Tisfaid, they wereafter 
Coud.mna:wn very penkent (elp-cia!ly the 
Laſt maker) and that they have made a bifeo. 


dx that uſed to in eſt the Roads, particularly 
the twoperſouns that pulw. ſent them out, and 
engaged for their H 1ſcs 3 who are. privately 
{cord themſelves. 


Andgther perſon was here Arraigned, convi- 
Qed, and Condemped for picking @ pocket at 
Hemſicd, tais; He was taken ia the, very AQ, 
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they had robb'd. him, they rode not aboveFfour. 


b- 6s upoh tbe Hue and Cry. ſent after themz . 
and thereupon {cat to I Goal, and now 


v.r;.of, acd impeach'd-(everal perſonsin L #w-. 


rc:ired thereupen, and do forthe preſent ab- _ 


and _ 


and had yery'Wirte wt for himſelf, nor we 
of him. 


But. that which made- the moſt N iſe and 
Bifcourſe at rhis Aſſizes, was the Trial of a 
rſon for wilful:y attempting toiſet the 
| Ja of Hodſd»u on Fire, that heand ſo nc 
thieviſh Contederates of his might thereby 
have the fitter opportunity to ſtca: aad pilfer 
diſtreſfled peoples. Goods, in that-la:nva: able 
diſtraction, The Priſoner was born and bred 
for the moſt part in St, Martins le Grand, Lon: 
don; but by reaſon of an ill Edu:ation aud 
bad Examl-s, became very loole and extra 
yagaut 40 his Converſation, and fit Cit ſeems, 
for any..enterpriſ- of miſchief, Up-pon the 
29.of J«we laſl paſt he came down tothe (aid 
Town of Hodſdew in this County, and took 
up his Quarters ac the Black Lion lane there, 
where he coariaued lik-wiſc the aex* day, and 
eat and drank vcry- plentify'ly, wairiog for, 
as 'tis believed, the arrival uf his Atlociacess 
but they not comiag all day, it ſeems he was 
reſolved .to go about his wicked defigne, al- 
though he were all alone. Forthe next Eve- 
ning, Jeze 21. takiog up a live Fire brand 
out of ttie Kirchen, uader pretence of lightiag 
His Pipe ot Toubacco, he went with it out iato 
the back fide, and ſo direQly into the S:able, 
and thece pat the Brand, freſb and buroing as 
It was, into the Rack fuil of Hay, But .as he 
Feat throughehe Yard chither, « young Maid. | 
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it the next door ſaw him out at the window, 
and perceiving him to go with fire into the #4 
{,$table,jcatedito himatter he was 1n there; and | 
,alked whay' he did there :* Who anſwered; No 
erm, 19 harm. However the Maid, fearing 
the worſt; preſently, called: her Father, who 
with another Neighbour weat immediately 
into- the, Stable, 4nd,there found: part of the 
Fire-bragd;burniag in-the Rack :-Butithe Pri- \ 
ſoner, at the Alarm givea by the Maid, and 
hearing themegme, had endeavourcd to pull 
the Firebrand out of the Rack again, and fo 
had-broken it; and what was left had oaly 
burat a little Hay z- but not-ptoceeded (o far 
-asto flame, whetitheſe two men came in and 
prevented it, ſo that no part of the Stable 
way burnt, or any further miſchief done; 
which myſt be attribured;£q.the wondertal 
Me:cy «ct Provideace, dirtd&ing 10-{eaſouable 
a diſcovery of itz which otherwiſe pouflibly 
(nay very probebly, eonlidering/ the ſcitua- 
tion of this lane, and [the Wind and Weather 
at thai tim; ), might Have deſtroyedthe greats 
eſt part-of the.Pbwn.. | of 0-2: 69 
Being thuzedkeniuthe Fact, he wos carried 
and examined. before two of his Mijelties Ju> 
ſtic6s of the Peace fox this County, Jure the 
22h 76, whereihe conicticd he did deſign " 
to ict.chealwielaid Stable and conſequeacly a 
a+ 'i a>4n him ly, the whole Town oa Fire; | 
Tnar he was hired for that purpole. by -twe 
id!: pertons, whoſe Names and Lodgings ia 
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' TL 0n4on he declared, w h deſcription of their 


Habi;s and Petſons* (et 4 hom one's ſince tas 
ken,'and at preſent in the Gatebouſe, :bat- ab- 
ſolutely denies what: is. charged uponthims 
the other bas beea ſtridly ſearched for; birt 
cannot. be found.:) From thefe Fellows,” "he 
ſaid, be had received the fume of THibry 
Shillings on. Thur ſdey, Jane the 14/00 tIhdi?- 
tion to come down, and ſet this Twin bf 
Hodſdon an fire, that they'(who'prothifed th 
follow) might . have. thg udvamayge/ tb Steal 
and plunder 3 and that they had treated fur- 
ther abuut his going aiterwards to fire the 
Town of Heriford, for which he was to have 


. Five Pounds. At his Trial he pleaded, Not 


Guilty, for forms ſake, yet did not in reality 
diſown the Fat; butwhtntheFirebrand and 
ſomeHay-aſhcs were produced in Court, he cri- 
ed out with an horrid [mprecati»n, What do you 
bring that for, do I deny it * And till per- 
ſiſted to aftirm all that he had declared before 
the Juſtice : However, it being only an inten- 
tion (though a molt wicked and cruel one) and 
no part uf the Houle or Stabl- atually burnt, 
it ccu!ld not be adjudged Felony within the 
Statute, but a mildeamranour of the higheſt 
rate imaginablez and accordingly for his pu- 
niſhmcnt he received Sentence, To ſtand two 
ſeveral M:rk<t dazs in the Pillory, and is 
fined Three Hundred Pounds, and never to 
be releaſed wut of Prifontill he hath not only 
paid the ſame, but alſo given ſucu gu. © Jzcu- 


rity 


rity as two Juſtices ot Peace of this County: of 

Hertford (hail approve, to be of the good be- 
baviour for the ſuture, during the term of his 
life, In purſuance whereot,as lam ioformed, 
he Rood on Wedneſday the 20th of Fely, in 
thePillory at Hedſdew, ard on the Saturday 
following ſuffered the ſame puniſhment at 
Hertford 4, ave ſo was reconvey d tothe Goal 

thereto lic till be can diſcharge bis Fine of 
which there is no great probability, 


